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Harmony In
Displacement:
The Role of Music
In Diasporic
Narratives
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02 PROGRAM

NOTE

This program aims to explore the profound
influence of music in shaping the
experiences and identities of diasporic
communities. The selected films traverse
different geographies and cultures,
reflecting how music bridges the
homeland, the adopted land, the past, the
present, tradition, and innovation.
Through the lens of music, these films
delve into the complexities of
displacement, identity, and belonging.
They highlight how music becomes a form
of resistance, a tool for cultural
preservation, and a medium for expressing
hybrid identities. The program
underscores the transformative power of
music In fostering connections, healing
traumas, and celebrating the rich cultural
tapestry of diasporic communities.



MUSIC AS A
FORM OF

The curated films within "Harmony
In Displacement” intricately delve
into the theme of music as a
formidable form of resistance
against the challenges posed by
displacement and the erosion of
cultural identity. Through the lens
of powerful musical narratives,
diasporic characters actively utilize
music to voice dissent, confront
adversity, and preserve their
cultural autonomy. These films
portray how melodies, rhythms,
and lyrics become a resilient
expression of resistance, a sonic
manifestation of the determination
to resist assimilation and maintain
a distinct cultural identity in the
face of displacement. The
exploration of music as a form of
resistance provides a nuanced
perspective on the resilience of
diasporic communities and their
creative responses to the forces
that threaten to erase their cultural
footprints.

RESISTANCE



<\ Music as a

Tool for
Cultural
Preservation

The curated films further illuminate
the role of music as a potent tool for
preserving cultural heritage.
Characters engage in a profound
exploration of their roots through
musical expression, using traditional
instruments, melodies, and rhythms
to encapsulate the richness of their
cultural histories. These films delve
Into the intimate relationship
between music and memory,
portraying how musical traditions
serve as living repositories of cultural
narratives, oral histories, and
ancestral legacies. The audience
withesses characters actively
participating in cultural preservation
through music, ensuring that their
unique heritage is remembered and
celebrated in the diasporic
landscape.
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Exploration of Hybrid
ldentities Through
Musical Themes

The films within the curated program
navigate the intricate theme of music as a
medium for expressing hybrid identities
within the diasporic experience. Characters
grapple with the complexities of living
between two worlds, and the soundtrack
becomes a canvas for exploring their evolving
identities. Musical themes serve as a dynamic
reflection of the amalgamation of cultural
Influences, creating a space where traditional
and contemporary sounds harmonize. The
films portray characters embracing the
fluidity of identity, using music as a bridge
between the cultural dichotomies they
iInhabit. Through the exploration of hybrid
identities, the curated films reveal the
transformative potential of music to bridge
divides, fostering a sense of unity and
acceptance within the diverse spectrum of
diasporic experiences.



06
PROGRAM

RATIONALE

The rationale behind the curated program, "Harmony in
Displacement,” is rooted in the dedicated exploration of how
music transcends geographical and temporal boundaries within
the intricate narratives of diasporic communities. The program
invites the audience on a transcendent journey. It showcases how
music becomes a timeless and universal language that links
diasporic individuals to their homelands and fosters connections
across vast expanses. This exploration goes beyond the auditory
experience, delving into music's profound impact in connecting
dispersed communities and creating a shared cultural space that
defies the limitations of time and place.

At the program's core is recognizing and celebrating music's
transformative power in fostering connections and healing within
the diasporic context. The curated films depict how music
catalyzes emotional resonance, empathy, and communal healing.
Characters utilize music as a personal expression and a shared
experience that binds communities together. Through musical
collaborations, performances, and shared listening experiences,
the films highlight how music is a potent force for reconciliation,
bridging emotional gaps caused by displacement and cultural
dislocation.



THE BAND’S VISIT
(2007)

The Band'’s Visit unfolds as a cinematic masterpiece that
delves into the intricate themes of cultural
miscommunication, connection, and the transformative
nature of music. Set against the backdrop of an Egyptian
police band's accidental visit to a remote Israeli town, the
film skillfully explores the universal language of music as a
bridge between disparate cultures. Through the lens of this
narrative, the audience witnesses the profound impact of
music in transcending political and linguistic barriers. The
melancholic yet hopeful notes of the band's music create a
genuine connection between the characters, fostering
unexpected friendships and highlighting the shared
humanity underlying the surface differences. The film
masterfully navigates the theme of music as a unifying force,
depicting how the power of a simple melody can transcend
geopolitical tensions, offering a poignant reflection on the
potential for mutual understanding in the face of cultural
displacement. The Band’s Visit invites viewers to
contemplate the transformative role of music in forging
connections that defy geopolitical constraints, revealing the
ability of harmonious sounds to create bonds that endure
beyond the limits of language and nationality.




-
—

BUENA VISTA
SOCIAL CLUB
(1999)

In the captivating documentary Buena Vista Social Club, director Wim
Wenders unfolds a poignant narrative that transcends time and
borders, celebrating the resilience of Cuban music and the profound
impact of artistic collaboration. The film follows a group of aging
Cuban musicians, many of whom had faded into obscurity, as they
come together to revive the vibrant sounds of traditional Cuban music.
Through intimate interviews and soul-stirring performances, Buena
Vista Social Club not only explores the richness of Cuba's musical
heritage but also serves as a testament to the enduring spirit of the
musicians who, despite political and geographical displacement
challenges, reclaim their place in the global cultural landscape. The
film delves into themes of cultural preservation and the role of music in
sustaining a collective identity, illustrating how melodies and rhythms
act as vessels that carry the stories of a nation. As the musicians
recount their personal histories and seamlessly blend their distinct
styles, the documentary becomes a harmonious tapestry that bridges
the geographical gap between Cuba and the world. Buena Vista Social
Club thus invites audiences to withess the transformative power of
music as it transcends boundaries, rekindles cultural legacies, and
unites disparate generations through a shared passion for the art form.




0Q  Bend It Like
Beckham (2002)

Bend It Like Beckham, directed by Gurinder Chadha, skillfully
navigates the intersections of sports, cultural expectations, and
music to create a vibrant narrative that resonates with
diasporic experiences. The film follows Jess, a British-Indian
girl passionate about soccer, as she confronts the clash
between her traditional Sikh family's expectations and her
aspirations. Amidst the thematic exploration of gender roles
and cultural identity, the soundtrack becomes a dynamic
expression of Jess's journey. The film's music, a fusion of
Western pop hits and traditional Punjabi tunes, becomes a
metaphor for the evolving hybrid identity of the characters. As
Jess challenges societal norms and pursues her love for soccer,
the music becomes a symbolic backdrop, mirroring the fusion
of her British surroundings with her Indian heritage. The film
masterfully uses music to underscore the themes of cultural
integration and the negotiation of identity, highlighting the
transformative power of melodies as they weave through the
narrative, shaping Jess's evolution. Bend It Like Beckham
invites audiences to appreciate how music becomes integral to
diasporic storytelling, illustrating the complexities of
navigating cultural expectations while forging a unique identity
that harmonizes diverse influences.




Fiddler on the Roof
(1971)

Set against the backdrop of Tsarist Russia, Fiddler on the
Roof, directed by Norman Jewison, stands as a timeless
cinematic exploration of tradition, change, and the enduring
power of music in the face of displacement. The film follows
Tevye, a Jewish milkman, grappling with the evolving
dynamics within his family and community. At the heart of
the narrative is the music, a soul-stirring blend of Jewish
folk tunes and poignant ballads, which becomes a poignant
expression of the characters’ joys, sorrows, and impending
shifts in their lives. The fiddler, perched precariously on the
roof, symbolizes the delicate balance between tradition and
change. Intricately woven into the film's fabric, the music
serves as a cultural anchor, preserving the essence of the
characters’ Jewish heritage amidst migration and societal
upheaval challenges. As Tevye and his community face
displacement and the erosion of familiar customs, the music
becomes a bittersweet refrain, echoing the resilience of
tradition in the face of external pressures. Fiddler on the
Roof thus explores how music acts as a timeless thread
connecting generations, preserving cultural roots, and
offering solace amid profound change.



Lion (2016)

Directed by Garth Davis, Lion unfolds as a profoundly moving
exploration of identity, homecoming, and the role of music in
navigating the complexities of diasporic experiences. The film
follows the remarkable true story of Saroo Brierley, an Indian
boy who becomes separated from his family and later embarks
on a quest to reunite with his roots. In the backdrop of this
poignhant narrative, the music, composed by Hauschka and
Dustin O'Halloran, serves as a sublime emotional
undercurrent. The delicate and evocative score captures the
dynamic landscape of Saroo's journey, immersing the audience
in the cultural tapestry of both India and Australia. The film
skillfully integrates traditional Indian music with a Western
orchestral arrangement, symbolizing Saroo's dual identity and
his past and present fusion. The music bridges Saroo's
memories of his homeland and the unfamiliar landscapes of his
adopted home, creating a powerful auditory backdrop to the
exploration of belonging and self-discovery. Lion thus delves
into the universal themes of longing, cultural duality, and the
transformative power of music in bridging geographical and
emotional distances, offering a nuanced portrayal of the
intricate facets of diasporic identity.




Sweet Tassa:
Music of the
Indian Caribbean
Diaspora(2022)

The documentary Sweet Tassa: Music of the Indian Caribbean
Diaspora, directed by Christopher L. Ballengee, provides a
compelling exploration of the diasporic experience through the lens
of music. Focused on the Indian Caribbean diaspora, the film delves
into the cultural legacy of indentured laborers who migrated to the
Caribbean, particularly Trinidad and Tobago. The rich tapestry of
tassa music, a percussive and rhythmic tradition rooted in Indian
cultural influences, becomes a central theme, illustrating how music
is a powerful vessel for preserving and expressing cultural identity.
Through vibrant performances and insightful interviews, the
documentary unravels the role of tassa music in shaping the narrative
of the diasporic community, emphasizing the endurance of cultural
traditions across generations and continents. The film invites viewers
to appreciate the dynamic interplay between music and identity,
showcasing how the beats of tassa drums resonate as a form of
artistic expression and as a living testament to the resilience of the
Indian diaspora in the Caribbean. Sweet Tassa thus emerges as a
captivating exploration of the harmonious connections between
music and diasporic heritage, shedding light on the vital role of
cultural expressions in maintaining a sense of belonging across
generations.
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Dilwale Dulhania
Le Jayenge (1995)

Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge, directed by Aditya Chopra, is
an iconic Bollywood film that intricately weaves together
themes of love, tradition, and diasporic identity. The narrative
unfolds as Raj and Simran, played by Shah Rukh Khan and
Kajol, navigate the challenges of cultural expectations and
geographical displacement. The film's music, composed by
Jatin-Lalit, not only contributes to its timeless appeal but also
becomes a poighant vehicle for storytelling. The soundtrack,
featuring soulful ballads and celebratory numbers, mirrors
the emotional trajectory of the characters. As the story
traverses between India and Europe, the music serves as a
cultural bridge, blending traditional Indian melodies with
contemporary sounds. The film explores the tension between
familial traditions and the desire for individual freedom, using
music as a thematic tool to underscore the characters'
internal conflicts. The songs become memorable musical
pieces and carry the weight of cultural heritage, reflecting the
diasporic experience of straddling two worlds. Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge captures the essence of diasporic
identity through its melodic storytelling, inviting audiences to
embrace the harmonious interplay between music, tradition,
and the evolving narratives of love and belonging.
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In concluding this cinematic journey, we
hope that our audience will enjoy the
films and gain a deep appreciation for
the transformative role of music In
diasporic narratives. The melodies,
rhythms, and harmonies presented
throughout the program are more than
mere accompaniments; they are
conduits that carry diasporic
communities’' emotions, struggles, and
triumphs. As viewers engage with these
stories, we encourage them to reflect on
how music catalyzes understanding,
healing, and celebrating the rich
diversity embedded in the diasporic
experience. Through the universal
language of music, we aspire for our
audience to recognize the profound
connections that bind us all,
transcending borders and echoing the
shared human experiences that define
our collective journey.



